With regard to the question of heat-stroke, thesyncopal form of heat-stroke as described in the textbooks does not appear to end in death as quickly asthe above-mentioned cases of cardiac failure. Yet, the possible effect of heat upon the heart is of interest. The hearts of gas-stokers and blacksmithsare occasionally found to be very large, and the cause of the enlargement may be indirectly due to the hot atmosphere in which the work of these men is conducted. In other words, the enlargement may be toxic in nature, due to products of metabolism which1 should be passed off by the kidneys, but are retained owing to the large quantity of water passed off by the skin. Acute affection of the heart, however, occurring in heat-stroke, is' probably more vasomotor in origin than due to toxaemia.
